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to see tlie play." Even as late as 1515, Henry VIII.
on May-day, in the morning, with Queen Katharine,
and many lords and ladies, rode a-maying from
Greenwich to Shooter's Hill; where they were enter-
tained by Robin Hood, and his men, to their great
contentment9* While the people were yet gross, the
sports of the field being agreeable to their natures,
were more encouraged, from policy, than the effemi-
nate pastimes of " a city-feast."

It was with the revival of learning, during the
middle ages, that a new species of entertainment was
introduced, which was addressed rather to the intel-
lect, than to the eye.    A religious colloquy, which
was aptly called a mystery, was contrived, without
much invention, indeed, and without plan; consist-
ing, often, of the allegorical characters, Faith, Hope,
Charity, Sin, and Death.    The mysteries were origi-
nally represented in religious houses, in which places
only learning was,  in those days, cultivated; and
whence instruction of every kind was dispersed among
a rude people.    The ancient mysteries were intro-
duced upon the same principle, which has often been
adduced in defence of the modern drama, that they
instructed by pleasing, and pleased by instructing.
While few could read; and at a time when few were
allowed to peruse the Scriptures, religious truths of
the greatest importance were, in this manner, plea-
santly conveyed to illiterate minds.    Thus, too, was
the rudeness  of their manners   gradually changed
into the   softer  modes   of polished life:   And, at
length, the mysteries obtained a conquest over the
tournament, which was less relished, as manners were
more refined, and were less frequented, as the mind
was elevated to a greater desire of gentle peace.
But, the invention of printing, and the introdue-

9 Stow's Hist, of London, edit. 1754?, vol.i.p. 304?.